
 

 

Dear Jan, 

I’m writing to share an update on CASE’s advocacy efforts and to invite you or a member of your 
team to participate in a Charitable Giving Coalition Advocacy Day on Thursday, Feb. 16, here in 
Washington, D.C. 

We continue to actively monitor tax reform, a top priority for the new president and the 
Republican Congress. Comprehensive tax reform legislation could include caps or limits to the 
charitable deduction and new spending requirements or taxes on college and university 
endowments—proposals that could significantly hamper the ability of educational institutions to 
raise and manage private support. 

While Republicans remain committed to tax reform, continued disagreements about how to 
repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act, combined with a heavy workload of a Supreme 
Court and cabinet nominations in the Senate, have likely pushed introduction and consideration 
of a tax reform bill to spring or summer. This delay gives us time to educate lawmakers and their 
staff on the importance of preserving the charitable deduction. 

To that end, I sincerely hope that you, a member of your team or your government relations staff 
will participate in a Charitable Giving Coalition Advocacy Day. CASE is an active member of 
the coalition, a broad cross-section of nonprofit and charitable organizations committed to 
preserving the full value and scope of the charitable deduction. 

If you or a colleague can join us on Feb. 16, please e-mail Brian Flahaven, CASE’s senior 
director for advocacy, at flahaven@case.org by next Wednesday, Feb. 8. We are particularly 
looking for participants from institutions located in states whose representatives serve on the 
Senate Finance and House Ways and Means Committees. While there is no cost to attend the 
event, participants are responsible for their own travel and hotel arrangements. 

In addition to monitoring the charitable deduction, we are closely watching efforts to legislate 
endowment management and spending. We expect Rep. Tom Reed (R-N.Y.), a member of the 
House Ways and Means Committee, to introduce legislation soon that would require colleges 
and universities with endowments over $1 billion or $500,000 per student to direct 25 percent of 
their investment gains to pay for working-class students’ cost of education (students whose 
families earn less than 600 percent of the federal poverty level). Institutions that fail to meet the 
requirement would be subject to excise taxes and other penalties. Additionally, Rep. Reed’s bill 
would provide an enhanced charitable deduction to donors to these institutions who make 
unrestricted gifts or gifts restricted to student scholarships and would limit the charitable 
deduction to donors who make restricted gifts to other areas to $5,000. 

While CASE will strongly oppose this legislation, there is no indication of widespread support for 
Rep. Reed’s bill among lawmakers. However, we are working closely with our higher education 
association colleagues on the endowment issue and will keep you informed if this or other 
endowment-related legislation gains traction. 

With so much at stake this year, we encourage you to take advantage of our advocacy 
resources, including: 

mailto:flahaven@case.org
https://www.finance.senate.gov/about/membership
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/subcommittee/full-committee/
http://www.case.org/


 Talking points on the charitable deduction and endowments 
 Background information on key issues on the CASE website 
 Washington Update webinars. The next webinar will be posted later this month. 
 Legislative update briefings and/or presentations by CASE staff for your board or staff 

In the coming weeks, we also plan to announce a new initiative to better engage and activate 
our members on legislative issues. 

If you have any questions about the Advocacy Day or would like to be more involved in our 
advocacy efforts, please contact Brian Flahaven at flahaven@case.org or 202-478-5617.  

Thanks again for your time and commitment to CASE and your support of our advocacy efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Sue Cunningham 
President and CEO 
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